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%]  Housing Crisis? C S

Opportunities
for people and communities

Not sure how you will pay your rent? Homeless?
Agency resources are limited. Try to resolve the crisis on your own.

1. Talk to your Landlord/Property Manager
a. Letyour landlord know you're facing financial hardship. Share your intentions for getting back on track and
ask if they’re willing to set up a temporary payment plan.
b. Empower yourself with knowledge to become a responsible and confident renter by visiting the Attorney
General’s website to view Landlord/Tenants Rights handbook at www.ag.state.mn.us/Office/Publications.asp

2. Increase Your Income
a. Review your W-4 form. Make sure you're claiming all the allowances you're eligible for. Consider adjusting
them. Increasing your allowances means less tax is withheld, which can result in a higher net income. Your
paychecks may be larger, your tax refund at the end of the year could be smaller.
b. Ask for more hours at work and/or get a 2" job. Register with temporary employment agencies.
Donate plasma.

3. Decrease Your Expenses / Use Income Wisely
a. Prioritize your bills, focus on essentials. A week without a phone is tough—but a week without housing is far
worse. Rent and basic needs should come first.
b. Reduce or eliminate expenses that aren’t necessities (cable, streaming services, etc.) to free up cash. Money
management assistance is available through Lutheran Social Services at 888-577-2227.
c. Look for more affordable housing. Aim for housing costs around 40% of your income. Before moving review
your lease and give proper notice to your landlord.

4. Tax Return & Property Tax Refund (renter’s credit)
a. Tax refunds typically arrive between February and April, while the renter’s credit is usually issued in mid-
August. Use these funds to catch up on rent or build a savings cushion for future emergencies.
b. Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) offers free tax assistance.

5. Friends and Family Plan
a. Canyou borrow money from family or friends, use your savings or sell something?

6. Increase Resources which enables you to put more of your cash towards rent
a. Apply for county benefits listed below at https://mnbenefits.mn.gov/
e Food Assistance (SNAP), Cash Assistance Programs — General Assistance (GA), MN Family Investment
Program (MFIP), Diversionary Work Program (DWP), MN Supplemental Aid (MSA), Emergency
Assistance, Housing Support (GRH), Child Care Assistance
b. Energy Assistance Program (EAP) assists eligible households with their gas and electricity bills. The program
runs from September through May and is administered by MVAC. Apply at your local MVAC office or online
at https://mn.gov/commerce/energy/consumer-assistance/energy-assistance-program/
c. Local food shelves
d. Fare For All- purchase fresh produce and frozen meat packs up to 40% off retail.
www.fareforall.org 800-582-4291
e. Food For All- monthly food distribution through PACT Ministries 507-625-7228
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7. Apply for Long-Term Rental Assistance

a.

b.

Housing Choice Vouchers (Section 8) — you choose where you want to live and pay about 30% of income
towards housing.
Public Housing/Subsidized Housing — some units are income based, others offer below market rates

8. Eviction Notice

a.

b.
C.

Talk to your landlord and
i. Pay past due rent
ii. Set up a payment plan
iii. Ask for time to contact agencies
iv. Arrange for a date to move out
To understand tenants’ rights in an eviction, go to www.lawhelpmn.org
For representation in an eviction proceeding contact Southern Minnesota Legal Services 888-575-2954

9. Housing Emergency Funds

10.

a.

County Emergency Assistance (EA) — Helps with rent, deposits, mortgage, or utility shutoffs during a crisis.
Must show basic need spending and future affordability. Available for families and adults. Funds are limited-
contact county human services to apply.

Minnesota Valley Action Council (MVAC) Homeless Prevention Program — Helps with rent, deposits, or
mortgage during a housing crisis. Crisis must be resolvable with MVAC funds or another agency. Funds are
limited-to learn more visit www.mnvac.org or call 507-345-6822 ext. 4.

Salvation Army — Provides limited financial assistance for rent or utility emergencies.

Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans (MAC-V) — Provides rent support for eligible Veterans, including
help with the current month’s rent when possible. www.mac-v.org 507-345-8258

NicBluCares — A dynamic community directory that allows users to explore and access local support services.
www.nicbluecares.com

Homeless Households

a.

=

Stay with Family or Friends — If you’re homeless, consider staying with trusted family or friends. If they rent,
be sure your stay won’t risk their housing. Set clear agreements on how long you will stay, how you will
contribute financially, and help with chores. Start saving now for future rent and deposit.

The REACH Drop In Center — Open to youth ages 24 and younger. Offers a safe space, food, showers, and
case management support. 125 E Liberty St, Mankato. 507-381-6670

Theresa House/Welcome Inn/Union Street Place shelters — Emergency shelters run by Partners for
Affordable Housing. Offer up to 90 days of emergency housing for individuals and families facing
homelessness. Mankato —507-387-4061 St. Peter —507-931-3100 www.partnersforhousing.org

Salvation Army Day Shelter — Offers a safe daytime space for individuals and families experiencing
homelessness. Open 5 days/week in summer, 7 days/week in winter (9am-5pm). Services include showers,
laundry, Wi-Fi, computer, phone access, and case management with referrals.

CADA House provides shelter and other supportive services to persons experiencing domestic violence.
www.cadamn.org 507-625-8688

Lutheran Social Services — Crisis Nursery offers voluntary, short-term care for children (up to age 12) when
families face a crisis. Care is provided by licensed professionals in a safe and nurturing environment.
www.lssmn.org/services/families/crisis-nurseries 507-995-9259

Statewide shelter list: www.211unitedway.org

Connections Shelter — Emergency shelter for men, women, and families that is open September through
May. Drop-in Center is open Monday-Friday from 10am-3pm. Shelter located at 220 E Hickory St, Mankato.
Drop-in Center located at 800 S Front St, Mankato. www.connectionsshelter.org 507-720-6907

Coordinated Entry - Complete an assessment to be added to the Coordinated Entry Priority Housing List,
which helps connect individuals and families to available housing resources based on need. CE Access Sites:
Partners for Affordable Housing, MVAC, Salvation Army, CADA, Lutheran Social Service, MAC-V
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